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REPORT OF PENSION COMMITTEE.

A Most Masterful and Comprehensive Review of the Whole

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND COMRADES:

For a period of 28 years, from 1862 for-
ward, the United States Government grant-
ed peusions to surviving soldiers, sailors,
and marines who had renderad service in
the war of the rebellion from 1861 o 18506,
who had been honorably mustered out,
and who had been disabled by wounds,
injuries, or disease originating during
such service. At the time of enlistment,
during the long months and years of ardu-
ous service, and for many years after the
end of the great struggle, the large ma-
jority of the men who stood on the firing
line from the opening to the close, gave
bt little thought to thesubject of pensions.
In common with their fellow-citizens who
had furnished the sinews of war, they re-
joiced in the coming of peace. With o de-
votion and patriotism unmatched in his-
tory, they bravely, patiently, and un-
flinchingly faced, to most of them, radically
chanmed conditions. As the money price
of a wicked attempt to destroy the Govern-
ment founded by the fathers, a vast Na-
tional debt had been incurred; every home
had been

SADDENED BY SACRIFICES

not to be expressed in words, and maimed
men everywhere reminded the soldier and
citizen of the awful struggle. Heroie
as defenders of the Hepulic in the time of
war, they have been no less heroic in the
grander march of the thirty and eight years
that has carriad us to the foremost place
among the great powers of the world.
No elass of citirens has more staunchly
stood for the integrity of the Government
and the fulfillment of every pledge made
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treat one class of ¢reditors, and it ought
not to be difficult to apply the same prinei-
ples on preciecly the same lines to the other.
shoulder to shonlder they met and van-
quished a common enemy il preserved
1 mankind a common inheritance, The
rewsrd of one was evidenced by ohliga-
tions justly valued and honored in all
muoney centers of the civilized world, A
grateful people will not fail tu keep the
compact with the other, for only is the
faithful discharge of that obligation can
National honor be maintained.

The pension question and the pensioner
have been discussed quite as much per-
haps as any other feature of National ad-
ministration. It is i a new problem,
it is not to be put » «, nor can the truth
longr be vailed by those who wonld juggle
with the rights of the old veteran and his
dependent ones.  The  pension question
has received the best attention of the camp-
fire o ator and the palitician on the stump,
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lations established thereunder. the files of
the Pension Office wore crowdaed with hun-
dreds of thousands of meritorious claims,
in many of which the prool necessary (o
establish title wus nearly complete, but in
wilch some detsil was not coversd, which
fact prevented favorable cetion upon the
ense.  In every community we-e soldiers
whoe wore known to their neighbors as hav-
i entered the army early in the war and
in the prime of vigorous manhood. and to
have returned brokon in body and strength,
or to have broken down after refurning and
to have been unable to earn a liveljhood
since the war by reason of their disabilities.
and who, being unahble to furnish the full
measure of the proof required to establish
a claim under the then existing law, were
unable to oltain o pension and in their ad-
vaneing age were compelled to face the
prospect of becoming a public charge.  In
many cases of the heirs of deceased soldicrs
proof of the origin in the military service
of the death canse was lacking and im-
possible, and widows and orphans of de-
censed soldiers were a charge upon sur-
viving comrades or upon the ecommunity in
which they resided.

These conditions led to the secking of o
remely therefor.  After exhaustive debates
by Congress and the passage of a measure
which failed to meet exeentive approval, the
effort for relief eulminated in the passage of
the act of June 27, 1590,

AS TO THE NECESSITY
for the ennctment of this law, it was well
said by the Hon. Cushman K. Davis, Chair-
mitn of the Senate Committes on Pensions,
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stitution—I eay it has become the deliberate
conviction of those who favor liberalized
. tion of this charneter that the toch-
#ical bar in the way of proof to entitle n dis-
allml sokiler to the likerulity and bounty

1ol 1is eotir try shall Le removed.

“This b1l eontuing the Hmitations and
conditions that the soldier shall be disabled
from the performance of lahor in such a de-
gree as o render him unable to earn o sup-
port. That is a phrase which in cortain
uspects of pension legislation exists in the
body of the statutes to-day, and the phrase,
or the equivalentol it, was used in the act of
March 3, 1873

Further reference might e made to the
debates in Congresa antecedent 1o the pras-
sage of the act of Jure 27, 1890, and of the
vetoed act also as illustrating the under-
standing by that body of the provisions of
the set, and the intent of Congraas in its
enactment and its clear appreciation of it
results if reasonably and properly eon-
strued and exeeuted in the game spirit in
which it was passed, but it is sufficiert {o
state that such debates show n full appreci-
ation by Congresa of the fact that owing 1o
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service as expressad in the pension
roll of the Government.  The Grand Army
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or sailor of such war claiming pension, it
was nocessary to establish the fact that
the death of the soldier or sailor was due
to cause having its origin in the military
of naval service, The evidence required
o conneet the rin of disability with the
service wus that of a commissionsl oflicer
or two enlisted men of a soldicr's company
and regiment. wWho could testify from jer-
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sinee the elose of the war of the relellion.
Al death hnd reaged his antoenl harvest
from among tiie survivors of that great
eontest, amnd mon whio served in the same
asrganizations therein had removed from
the places in <vhich such orznnizations
were athered togetlier, ir where
abmits had beeome unknown
former eommules, it had becoise niare and
more ddidlicnit to furnish the testimony
required to establish a elaim under the
then existing laws granting pensions: and
the requirements as to prool established
thereunder.
Owing to the inahbility of applicants to
furnish the ehain of proof complete n every
Huk. as required by the law and the regii-
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\nder this rule, 400,000 yames wore
mildedl to the pension roll During the
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subzd.tuted a rolive applicable (o a different
law.  I'his wns pecessary, and was on-
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lugle Tor the destruction of Order No. 164,
“SPECTAL PLEADING.”

This Bennett decision set up ol defined
Ly st ingenious process of “special plead-
g™ adifference between the basis of pon-
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It wak never the intention of Congress io
ix any different stundard for the rating of
i disabilities nuder the set of June 27. 1990,
Hhan was fixed wsler the pension laws in
{foree prior (o the pmssage of such act. I
l will be noted that in the remarics of Ue

Cheirman of the Sonate Comuittos on Pen-
sions. he refers to the clause “shall be dis-
abled from the performance of labor in such
a degreo as to render him unable % earn »
support” as contained in the uet, and states
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that this phrase then existed in the body of
the statutes, and the phoase, or the equmva-
lent of it, was used in the act of March 3,
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But the Bennett decision was ingeniously
drawn, and, under the guise of the dis-
covery of radical error and the exhilition of
profound legal knowlwdge, accomplished a
predetermined object and a cold-blooded re-
sult.  As is known to all men this decision
was Lorn al a time when it was neceasary o
reduce public expenditures in order to ad-
just the same to a reduced income, nud the
pension appropriation, constituting as it
did the largest item of expeditires, pre-
sented the most convenient braneh to the
prumimg knife. It was necessary to have o
suwrplus, or at least a clean balance. The
Bennett decision was rendered, Order No.
164 was revoked. and thus the blood of the
soldicrs became the sead of the surplus.
Under date of June 9, 1803,

ORDER NO, 225
was issued, as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
BUREAU OF PENSIONS,

~ WASHINGTON, D). C., June 9, 1893,
Order No. 225,

As to the adfudicating and fixing rates
of pension under the act of June 27, 1590,

(1) A claim for pension under the second
section of the act of June 27, 1800, can only
be allowed upon proof of mental or physi-
cal disability of n permanent character,
not the result of the cluimant's own vicious
habits, incapacitating him from the per-
formanee of manual labor in such n degree
us torender him unable to earn a support.

(2) No specific injury or disability can
as such have a pensionable rating under
that act nor be considered otherwise than

0 perform ordinary manual Iabor.

(3) Proof that the disability is not the
result of the claimant’s own vicious habits
is requisite, and therefore the causes and
circumstances of the origin of the disability
should be shown by the evidence furnished
in support of the elaim for pension, so faras
can be done, and by persons other than the
claimant.

(4) To give the claimant a pensionable
status nunder this act, the disability must
be such as to incapacitate him from the
performance of manual labor in such o
degree as to render him unable to earn a
support, vet the anot recognizes differences
in tha dearan of such punsionable disability,
giving $12 per month in case of the greatest
and $6 per month in case of the lowest
fegeree of sueh pensionable disability ron-
dering the elaimant unable to earn a sup-
port by manual labor. It also provides
for intormediate ratings proportioned for
the intermediate degreos of such pension-
able disability. The proper ratings under
this net will therefore be made in aceordance
with such rules for mting as the Medical
Reforee shall presoribe, subject to the ap-
provitl of the Commissioner of Pensions.

Order 225, ag will be'seen, follows closely
in the line of the doctrine set forth in the
Benneti decision.  Where, under the former
practice, if an invalid applicant for pension
wis foumd npon examination to be suffering
from two or mare disabilities, the apgre-
gate of which would entitle him to the
rading of $6, 5, $10, or $12 per month under
sl aet _according to the degree of the
total of his disability. Under Ordor 225
a claimant’s disabilities wero no longer
considered collectively, but ench individual
disability was looked on as though ezch
one existed in adifferent person, amd unless
one of the disabilitics r':mnwl for caused
a disability equal v the minimum rate
fixed by the act ($6 por month for a degree
of disahility tmp-lmﬁl’ of total), no rating
was griven and the claim was rejected upon
the ground of no disability.

tule 225 still remains in practical effect.
although it is elnimed there have been
modifications in the practice. 1Under De-
cision No. 86, bearing date of July 12, 1899,
the Honorable the Assistant  Secre-
t:ru'y of the Interior held in the appeal case
o

CHARLES NORBURY ALIAS WILLIAM
WALKER—

“1. Pensions under section 2 of the net
of June 27, 1590, can not be rated as under
sections 4602 and 4693, Revised Stututes,
or the aet of Ang. 27, 1888,

“2. To be ratable under the second see-
tiom of the ot of June 27, 1890, a disability
must not only be of a permanent eharaeter,
not the reault of claimant’s vieious habits,
but must ineapacitate him for the perform-
ance of manual labor, and that in a degree
retddering him unable to earn a support.

“d Total deafness of one enr only is
not & pensionable condition under said act.”

In discussing the appeal the Honorable
the Assistant Secretary says:

"Order 164 was an extremely libernl con-
struction of the luw as to rating under the
actof June 27, 1590; indeed, it could not be
consistently maintained when the terms
of the act were compared with former laws.
On the other hand, Order 225, as put into
effoct and as formerly construed, went to
the other extreme, and in many cuses re
sulted in great injustice
This was remedies ngure by
a more liberal eonstruction of said order,
which, on its face, is not regarded objec-
tionable, properiv construed, but much
depends upon how it is construed.”

Copeluding, he uses these significant
words:

“It will be observed that in the last clage

. 's . izsgione " Ponsinngs
ich then | Wmissione rof Pensions,

=. Ut 15, 180, i» '4.11{'.11 Order No, 1|;|_I

renderiog |

or nbove $6 aud less than $12, shall be

|

|

aof Order 225 the question of rating is left
Largely at the diserction of the Medical
Refervee, subject to the approval of the Com-

As already indicated, mueh depends
upon the eonstruetion given to the law
and the order (225) now in foreo,  Itshould

or the et of June | B¢ borne in mind that the avernge nge of

the surviving soldiers who were in the war
of the rebellion is 60 years or upward.
It is not an unreasonable presumption that
nearly all are in some degree mestally or
hiysieally  disabled. The spirit of  the
i and the circumstances attending its
dment certninly warrnnt the conclu-
sion that a liberal interpretation should
be miven and relief granted, at least, ot the
mindmum rate, if an apprecinble dhisability
which impairs ability for selfsupport by
manual labor is shown to exist.”

DISGRACEFUL QUIRBLINGS,

Order 164 followed quickly on the enact-
ment of the law of June « 1800, and was
ungnestionably in kecping with the ex-
pressod will of the American Congress and
the Chiel Executive of the Nation. It is
concidded to have been, to use the words of
the Assistant Seerctury, “an  extremely
liberal construction,” but not more libers )
as the Assistant Secretary forcibly puts it,
than “the circumstances atlending  its
cnactment  certainly warrnnt,” The de-
feuders of the Republic did not measure
their voluntary service by fractions, but
offered o Ltheir conntry a eomplete unit—
their all.  They can not now fathoem the
depths of a complex system of 15ths and
their subdivisions into minute classifien-
tions, expressed in words not embraced in
the voeabulary employed by them in the
stern schiool of loyalty, in the davs when
the Nution's life hung in the balance.
They refuse to necopt a8 conclusive a
certificate of perfect health from o Board of
Review sitting at the Capital of the Nation,
while they suffer from inflamed muscles,
impuired evesight, dulled hearing, fast
stiffening joints, and restricted pulsations
of thut organ which onee sent the life
eurrent swiltly coursing through pustriotic
bodies as they kept step to the music of the
'nion.  The National Encampments sinee
1503 have uniformly condemned Order No
harah, eritel, and unjust, and we
agratin feol fully Justified in varnestly seek-
ing relief from its baneful influence. We
respectiully submit that the rule which
eonitralled in the interpretation of the act
of June 27, 1800, from Oct. 15, 1590, to
Jure 9, 1808, i5 a3 good law now as it was
thew,  Mhe statise has oot been changod

ul the industrial and financial conditions
I the conntry to<day are pot easentially
different from those of nine yvears ngro.

Y our committee 1 gwonght to know the
liw. We would it affeet entire disre-
wird of the ntlluences naturally dominating
the minds of the comdes in the congidera-
tion of questions alfecting their intereats,
nor wonbd we have it understood that we
differ frose other wen where interests os-
coptinliy personal as affectiog a great elnss
of witiveres e considered, but we affirm
withont wuslificstion that by the Lest
mesiis at o ooinand we liave sought the
vight and il Liow of this case.  Appreciat-
g the unique position oceupied by the
Urion soliliers and sailors of the Republie,
we appeal o the Beat judgment of those
aqualitied to pass upon the question, af-
tirmiing this to be the true intent of section
2 of the act of June 27, 1800,

a8 it affects the capacity of the claimant| aetq

FREE
KIDNEY:BLADDER

.. CURE ..

Mailed to All Sufferers from Disorders of
the Kidneys and Bladder, Bright's Dis-
ease, Rheumatism, Gravel, Pain
in the Back, Dropsy, eic.

Noa. R. C. Weed, LowsV), Ind.

Dsorders of the Kidneys and Bladder eanse
Bright's Discase, Rheumatism, Gravel, Pain in the
Back, Bladder Dhisorders, difficult or too frequent

ng of water, Dropay. ete. For these discasos a
*ositive Specific Cure is found in a aew botanical
diseovery. the wonderful Kava-Kava Shrub, called
by bolanists the piper methysticum, from the
Ganges River, East India. It has the extraordi-
nary record of 1,200 hospital cures in 30 days It
dimci]ﬁnn the Kidneys, and cures
oul of the Blood the poisonous Uric Acwd, Urales,

Lithates, ote, which cause the disease,

Professor Edward S. Fogg, the Evangelist,
testifics in the Christian Adweocale that the Kava-
Kava Shrub cured him in one month of severs
Kidney and Bladder disease of many years' stand-
ing. Hon. R C. Wood, of Lo-dll] Ind., writes that
in four weeks he was cured of tism. Kid-
ney and Bladder discase, alter ten years' suffering.,
His bladder trouble was so great ho had to get up
five to twelve times during the night.  Rev. Thos.
M. Owen, of West Pawlet, VL, and others give
similar testimony. Mun{"lndim. including Mrs.
Lydia Valentine, East Worcester, N. Y.: Mra
Maria Wall, Ferry, Mich., also testify to its won
derful curative powers in Kidney and other dis
oriders peculiar to womaniood. )

That you may judege of the value of this (ireatl
Discovery for yoursell, we will send you one Large
Case by mail Free, anly asking that when cured
yoursell ¥on will recommend it to others. It is a
Sure Specific and can not fail.  Address, The
Church Kidney Cure Company, No. 421 Fourth
Avenue, New York City.

A VERY OLD A\ DSOUND EULE

says that wonds in law must be so construed
us to further the purpose of the law, if that
can reasonably be done,

This law does nob require that the dis-
ability shall be traced o something that
oceurred to the soldicr while in service.
It nsks:

1. Did he serve in the war of the rebellion
for at least 90 dnys?

2. Was he honorably discharged?

3. Is he suffering from a mental or o
physical disability of a permanent char-
acter, not the result of his own vicious
habits, which incapacitutes him from the
performance of manual labor in such a de-
gree as to render him unable to earn a sup-
port?

If his proof makes answer “ves” to each

and all of these questions, his name ought
o go upon the pension roll,
THE MANIFEST PURPOSE OF THIS LAW
is to place upon the pension roll disabled
soldiers whosa disability is of a permanent
character, proyided they servid the statu-
tory time, were honorably discharged, and
did not by vieious habits contribute to the
dirability.

To so construe the word “a” as o refuse a
pension unless some one deficiency ns o
eyes, ear, heart, leg, or arm incapacitated
him, and to refuse a pension where as a re-
sult of partial defeets in severnl limbs and
organs owing to different causes he cannot
earn a living by manual labor, would
nullify the lnw as to many. ‘The material
matters are the incapacity to labor and its
permanency.

The law intended to keep permanently
disabled soldiers of the war of the rebellion,
who cannot by manual labor support them-
selves, out of the poorhouse, provided they
had served at loast 50 days and were not
viviously in fault. “A” must be so con-
stried as (o aid that purpose unless reason
forbids.  Can com non sense say that Con-
gress intendel o exelude from this hounty
any permanently disabled goldier of 00 days
or more who was not in fault as to his dis-
ability?  Until eommon sense ean answer
“ves," and give a good reason for such ex-
clusion, “a" must help and not oppose the
purpose of the v,

The act of June 27, 1890, provides that
“pension shall commence from the date of
the filing of the application in the Pension
Oflice, alter the passage of this aet. npon
proof that the disability then existed, and
shall continue during the existence of the
same.”  From the passage of the act and
until 15032 the Pension Bureau dated the
commenoement of the pension, in an ap-
plication filod therennder, from the date of
the filing of such application. In some
cases where an applicant was ordered before
an examuiing board and the board making
the examination reported the applicant ns
not disabled in a pensionable degree, upon
the filing of medical evidence controverting
the adverse report of the examining board
the applicant was again ondered for ex-
amination, and if the report of such second
examination was f:u‘uru‘lilu his pension was
granted o commence from the date of the
filing of hisapplicition. This practice was
eminently proper and just to the cluimant,
for the reason that the Government ae-

cepted the favorable report made by
the second  examining  board, when
such  favorable report  controverted the
adverse report muade by the first e

anining hoard. If the applicant furnished
evidence showing that he was disabled at
the diste of the filing of his application, it
WS l:rl‘ﬂllulul that the report of the first
bourd who examined him was an error.
This gave to an applicant the arrcars of
pension covering the period from the date
of the filing of his original application and
in some cases amounting to quite & sum of
money.

It wis also held sulMcient if the applicant
alleged in his application that he was dis-
abled, and he was not required todefine with
exaciness the specific nature of his dis-
abilities. For instance, if an applicant
stated that he was suffering from and dis-
abled by an affection of the back, and it was
subsequently found upon medical examin-
ation that the disability so affecting the
appifcant was lumbago or rhenmatism, his
general allegation of the afection of buck
was held o be sufficient and he was pen-
sioned aceordingly from the date of the
filing of his application.

With the change of policy in 1893 the
practice of filing

“SUPPLEM !-IN':I‘,-\ L DECLARATION”

was born. Thus, for instance, if an ap-
plicant had filed Rhis claim in July, 1590,
and such claimyemained unadjudicated in
189% and its allowance was apparently in-
evitable, say, al 86 per month, the miniinum
rate preseribed by the act, or $72 per annum,
and the arream of pension for three Yours
could be eut off, a saving to the Government
of $216 conuld be made.  If this coull! be ne-
complished in thousands of cases and under
color of law. or in guch a way as to give it
some semhlance of legulity, the saving
would be immense. No one would suffer
except the humble applicants, and they
coulil be consoled by an ingeniously writien
decision, which, if they could read and under-
stand it, wonld muke them thankful that
their pensions were commencad at all and
that they were permitted the privilego of
drawing them id the future.  In the cuse of
Charles J. Bryant (Secretary’s PPension
Decisions, Vol. 7, page 209, Dec. 20, 1804)
it was helds

“If the original declaration sels forth the
existence of certain disabling eauses, and
none whatever are found upon examination,
no pension may be allowed, and further
ad judicntion must be dependent upon the
filing of & new declaration.”

This devision instituted the practice of
filing what are known as “supplemental
declarations” under the act of June 27, 1800,
The effect of this practice may be briefly
recited. If A. filed an application for pen-
sion under the said wct in 1892, and was
examined a vear thereafter by an examin-
ing board whio reported that he was not dis-
abled in n pensionable degree he was re-
quired, before he could secure a reconsider-
ationiof his claim, to file & new or “supple-
mental declaration” and to support the
same by medical evidence showing, as a

Statement of Pension Claims Filed and

Gl'l?-l laws:
L Originalinvalid... ... .. cceiineanns
2. Original widows, €0 ..ouieecesvinnee

3. Original war with Spain....c..coeeceves

1 Total genetl WS, s coesesrnnsaes
Act of June 27, 1500:

4. Original invalid. ....cciceeieverians

5. Original widows, ¢0e . vvre covernnans

Total act of 1800...c.0vecrcessnscs
Inereases, general aws . ..o ovnnninnnnas

Tolal flled . . acovseanssassrssnsnnsas

*Old law. tNew law.

Increases, act ol June 27, 1890... . ccvvvserrnnnnnccenannnases

Total number pensioners June 20, 1808, .« v e iiivrnanrsnsanresnsass
Total number pensioners June 30, 1809...ccueiveestennncsssessonsnncna

SUMMARY.

Allowed During Fiscal Year Ended

June 30, 1809,

Filed. Allowed.
1412 36
6,154 1246
16,956 295  Total  Total
—_——— —_—— Filed. Allowed.
24,582 8,165 24,582  8,165°
6.860 20,641
13845 12,185
20705 32,826 20705
crmvrmivavisras | DLAN0
31,770

sssnsssmessissnnse LLLOBT 80.054%

803,714
991,519

2,195

DPropped during fiscal year—By death... .coooee oo iiiiiiiiiie... 34345
Dropped during fiseal year—By remarringe, mioors, failure to  claim,
BTHY OB ICRUBON & oo niv /e e scn wiebe wnlan o binTn e AP S e bt 50 s =% R 841
L e e b s s S wns S R s e S o P B e B A v s e e s i 10
New names added to pension roll. .. covvvinrnerrvrorcrcnnnanenns ceeaas  ADG91
Namex Aropped- i, i ivavs vavarronsasirasassiosssnisssssron e AR5

Tolal pensions paid for FeAr......civeivesccnivneccnrecassess SI38,253,722.91

Total approprintion. ... ...ccveevvreieresescssscaresnnnssssnean 140,000,000.00
Surplus covered inlo T reA8UN Y .. s cssseessssssscsnsvasssncsson s 1.748,077.09
Attorneys disqualified during year—Disbarred . . ...vvveevieinances sa 63
Soapendadi sl s aeisassen 10

L R R T R e 2

Revocation of admission.......... 1
Tom-o--o.o.--o--o---'"clc-c-cc-c-.oo.o---.oo-...o---..-oo----l 7
Total number standing disbarred July 1, 1899, v veverrriireenneernnees 1,162

{Certificates issued.

reason of the causes alleged in his o!‘iinnnl
declaration and insuch supplemental decia-
ration. He was then again ordered for
examination, and if the board who ex-
amined him under such second order re-
ported that they found him disabled and
recommended that he be granted a pen-
sion, his pension when allowed was made
to eommence from the date of the filing of
the “supplemental declaration,” thus caus-
ing him a loss of one vear’s pension. In
many cases several “supplemental declar-
ations” have been required and have been
filedd, sind in thougandsof cases the averagre
loss (o applicants has been two, three, or
maore years' arrears of pension.

Congress,

RECOGNIZING 'THE INJUSTICE OF THIS
PRACTICE,

under date of March 6, 1896, passed a law

providing as follows:

“That whenever a elaim for pension under
the aot of June 27, 18090, hag been, or shall
harvafter be, rejectd, suspended, or dis-
missed, and a new application shall have
been, or shall hereafwer be, filed, and a pen-
sion his been, or shill herenfter be, allowed
in such claim, such pension shall date from
the tine of the filing of the first applicatioan,
provided the evidence in the case shall show
a pensionable disability to have exisid, or
tn exist, at the time of filing such first ap-
plication, anything in any law or ruling of
the Department to the contrary notwith-
standing.”

In construing this law it is held that the
words, “provided the evidence in the case
shall show a pensionable disability to have
existed or toexist at the time of filing such
first application” that the first or adverse
report of an examining board is incontro-
vertible by any evidence which the appli-
cant eauld furnish as well as by the favor-
able report of the second board which ex-
amined the applicant, although such
second report was ultimately accepted as
showing the true physical condition of the
applicant. 1t is afirmed that the act of
J;m-h i, 1804, changed in no material man-
ner the conditions either in disposition or
practice on the part of the Pension Burean
with relation to the injustice which the said
act was intended to enre, and that out of the
great mass of applicants the number of
those who have been benefited by its pro-
visiong would not be sufficient to constitute
a Corporal’s guard.

The act of June 27, 1800, provides pen-
gion at the rate of wr month for the
widow of a soldier or sailor “who served for
the period of 90 days or more fh the army or
navy of the United States during the war
of the rebellion, and who was honorably
discharged, leaving the widow without
I":"’r means of support than her daily
ubor.”

DEFEATING THE PURP'OSE OF THE LAW.

Surely the American Congress in this
engactment intended tomanifestthe Nation's
most generous apprecintion of hororable
military and noval service, and to at last
give emphatic effect to the words of the
tmmortal Lincoln: “To ecare for him who
shall have borne the battle, and for his
widow and orphans.,” At least—so hoped
the Grand Army—the “widow™ is not to
thread her lonely way along the frigid path
hedgd about by “Departmental decisions.”
The wife who proudly welcomed the return
of tho pldier-husband, and gladly, lovingly,
trustiy gly helped “to bind up the Nation's
wonunds,"” was the least able to bear in-
gratitude after death claimed her natural
protector. The soldier's widow was not
exemmpt from the results of the efort to
economize by pruning pensions. It was
determined that where the widow of a sol-
dier was in possession of means from which
an income of $8 a month was derived, or
derivable, such widow was not entitled toa
pension as being dependent within the
meaning of the act. On the 21st of May,
1867, the National Pension Committee of
the Grand Army presented {o the present
Conmissioner of Pensions, among others,
this request for a ruling:

“12, Relative to the amount of income
a widow may have aud be entitled to pen-
gion under the act of June 27, 1800; The
suggestion here is $500 per annum, We
do not agree to so large a sum, but think
ppssibly an ineome of from $200 (o $300
might be allowed and yet give the widow
title to a pension.”™

WIDOWS' PENSIONS.

In_onder o give opgortunity for further

consideration of the_suggestion made by
the National CommitTee on Pensions, the
memorainda wius then submitted to the
Bourd of Review of the Pension Hurean,
and on the item of widow's income this
report was submitted:
“12. Also, that the provisions of the aot
of June 27, 1890, relative to the ‘means of
support other than her daily labor® of a
widow claimant under the act, should be
interpreted 8o as to read: “That before she
shall be entitled to a pension under the pro-
visions of said law, she shall ln‘u\'u that
her net income dors not exceed $500 per
annum.”

The memoranda thus submitied wos
referred {o the First Deputy Commissioner
and a q‘rumumnt officer of the Bureau,
and on May 26 they reported on thia item
in these words:

“Sec. 12. The amount recommended by
the Committee—$500. It would ke a
humane and just provision to make the
amount of income not to exceed $250, a8 u
means of supf.vnrt other than her daily
labor, in the claims of widows under the
act of June 27, 1800. Before such a rule
could be adopted, it would be necessary to
vacile the decision in the case of Katharine
Klein (7 P. D, 278) and others bearing
upon the same subject.” 5

Thercupon and soon after, cerfainly
before January, 1898, the Commissioner of
Pensions recommended to the Honorable
the Secretary of the Interior the adoption
of this sum ($250) a vear as the maximum
income of n widow, barring her right 1o o
pension. instead of $96 u yvear under the
rule then in foree. The recommendation
wis nol coneurred inand the $96 limitation
romnaing in effect.  Your committee brought
these matters to the attention of the Presi-
dent July 12of this year. Lawvers dis-
agree as (o the menning of the statute,
and there seems to be no reason why the
plairn intent of Congress may not be plainly
statad, and thusset at rest, and forever, all
disipute on this question.

It is not to be denied that honornd 1+
petiotic men differ on the constriction of
this law. nnd honestly differ. "Phe Grand
Army will not be justified in arbitrurily
refusing to avail itself of the legitimafe
means available to attempt eorrection of
wrongs complained of. As the matter
now stands, the law officers of the Govern-
ment give to the act of June 27, 1800, one
offect; wo respectfully dissent from their
views. With the Ameriean Congress rests

know and will

Your commitiee belioves that with the
reassembling of that body the act may be
80 amended as to remove all doubt as o
the meaning and intentof the law, and that
the attention of Congress will be directed to
the subiect in the annual m of our
comrade, the President. Helief from any
other source does not now seem probable.

VISIT OF THE COMMITTEE.

By the order of the Acting Commander-
in-Chief the National Commitiee on Pen-
sions, with the Acting Commander-in-
Chief, held a three days' session in Wash-
ington City, July 10 to 12. The Com-
mittee called upon the President of the
United States and was accorded an inter-
view not limited as to time.  The action of
the 315t National Encampment at Biffalo
and of the 52d National Encampment at
Cincinnati was officially brought to his
attention, and he evineed a soldierly in-
terest in all that was presented for his
eonsideration. The practical results of
that interview have been presentsd in this
report.  Our comrade. the President, hade
us say to the great comradeship of which
he is a member, that he shall alwayvs, as
the Chief Executive of the Nation. esteem
it o sacred duty to exceute the laws. in
letter and spirit. providing pensions for
the soldicrs. sailors. and marines of the
Republie and their dependent ones.  Bur-
dened by great responsibilities and charged
with the conduct of a war with a foreign
nmation and peaple, he could not give at-
tention to detnils of the several Depart-
ments of the Government as in time of
place.  ‘The committes called on the Hon-
orable Secretary of the Interior. and also
on the Commissioner of Pensions, and pre-
sented complaints as to the administration
of the Pension Burean. As an incident of
this meeting the word went to the country
that the Pension Bureau was under in-
vestigation by this committee, This
brought, in the succeeding weeks, thou-
sands of letters from every section of the
country, addressed to the individual mem-
bers of the committes, each letter a com-
plaint as to existing conditions in the ad-
ministration of the Pension Bureau. To
classify these complaints would require
much time and space, and to pass upon
their merita would inveolve a vast amount
of research conducted by experts in pension
matters, and not possible by your Com-
mittee on Pensions. To sum it"all up, the
burden of com{.l:lint is ngainst the en-
forcoment of Rule 225 and the widows'
clause barring pensions at an income of
$96 a year. Neither, as we believe, is in
keeping with the spirit of the law. A
soldier'’s widow should not be permitted
to suffer in this land of plenty, and we
stoutly insist that Rule No. 2235 should be
abrogated and Rule No. 164 re-establishe.

Uniriendly eritics still challenge the
purity of the pension roll. The Grand
Army of the Republie. pledged to “honor
and purity in_public affairz,” respectfully
demunids specifications, not general state-
ments. nnd points 1o its nnmatehed record

the statules. No class of men has so well
learned the lessons of unquestioning obedi-
ence to lw and u wering loyalty to the
flag avd Awmericanism as thé men who
wear the little bronze button. The offi-
cials of the Government adjudicate claims
for pensions, and if there be unworthy
names on the roil, the men who refuse {o
invoke the legal machinery of the courts
to blot them out are ncither sincere nor
patriotic in their flerce denunciation of

as soldiers and citizens totally obediont tol b

If you are young you nat-
urally appear so.
If you are old, why ap-
pe:cr = inwanrdly; we
ee ung inwa
will “y: l§lﬂ' the out-

You’ need not loager

about those lirtle streaks of
gray; advance agents of age.

AUCP’s

Haip

will surely restore color to
gray hair; and it will also
give your hair all the wealth
and gloss of early life.
Do not allow the falling of
ur hair to threaten you
r:ngcriith baldness. Do not
be ann with dandru®.
We will send you our bock
on the Hair and Scalp, free
upon request.
Weite fo the Doctor.

If you do not obtain ali the bene-
f ou expected {rom the use of
m!! {'Imr. write the doctor about 1.
Probably thars ta some difenit
with your general system whic
may be saslly remow
Address, DI J. . ATER,
Lowell, Mags.
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alleged wrongdoing. No man has the
right to parade the moral weakness of the
possibly corrupt  fow o create preji
against the most sacred rights of the honest
many. It were better not to confine one's
self 1o tales of vice and fraud, but rather to
tell of an oceasional discovery of merit and
honest virtue relieved in order that the
world may know that the moral dege
of the closing vears of the 18th century
not confined to the survivors of the war of
the rebellion and the heirs of such as have
away. Itis fair to assume that the
average man having the virtueof patriotism
in a sufficient degree to alfer to lay down
his life for his country in fighting her bate
tles for freedom, is free from intent to de-
fraud. Decency should be presumed on
the part of the defenders of the Republic.
The Grand Army, representing the ex-
Union soldiers and sailors of the United
Stutes and their heirs, having in mind the
lorious past, surpassed only by the possi~
hilities unfolding, and to be unfolded in the
future, pleads for justice. More is not des
sired; with less, this t comradeship
and all it represents will not be satisfied.
R. B. BROWN,
JOHN PALMER,
J. W. BURST,
Cl.b!- RLES CLARK ADAMS,

A Baby's Sad Plight. Mr. I W,
Bunch of Aurora Springs, Mo., relates
following: “Our baby had been sick an
puny all summer and wus hardly able to
take any nourishment. Finally the child
broke out all over with the worst looking
wils [ have ever seen, but thanks 1o your
Blood Vitalizer it brought about a cure in
short order.” Babies, as well as grown up
folks, find health and happiness in Dr.
Peter's Blood Vitalizer. Not a drug store
medicine. Special agents supply it. For
further particulars write to Dr. Peter Fahrg
ney, 112-114 So. Hoyne Ave., Chicago, 1L,

Up to last Saturday the contributions
o the Dewey Home amounted to $23,100.

SILK
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NTS FOR

: Hemoants, from 100 to 120 Im-ps,g carefully rimmel, prepared from s
specipliy adapted for il Rlmds of fancy work. We give mure than doghles any
are all larse sizes, in uost beautiful colors and designs.  Send 25 cents In sliver og
Silk Company, Box 3045, New York City, X. Y.

ZY WORK

Thls concern s rellabie and e packes

SISTER:

READ MY FREE OFFER
Wise Words to Sufferers

From a Woman of Ncoire Dame, Ind.

and health always result from its use.
WHEREVER YOU L1
ladly tell any sufferer that this H
men

MENTS ;I:lch rause

I will mail, free of any charge, this Home Treatment, with
full instructions and the history of my own case, o any lady
suffering from female trouble. Yoo can CURE YOURSELF
£t home WITHOUT THE AID OF ANY PHYSICIAN,
4 |WILL COST YOU NOTHING to give the treatment a trial, and

il you decide to continue it, will only cost you TWELVE
BICENTS A WEEK. It will notinterfere with your work or
Eloccupation. I HAVE NOTHING TO SELL. Tell othes
sullerers of it—thatisall I ask

U you feel a bearing-down sensation, sense of impending
evil, pain in the back’ur bowels, creeping feeling up the spine, &
desire to ery frequently, hot lashes, weariness usually caused
by female weakness, profuse, scanty or poinful periods, Tumors or Growths, address MRS, M. SUM-
MERS, NOTRE DAME, IND. U, 8. A, for the Free Treatment and Full Information. Thousands
besides myself have cured themselves with it Isend it in plain wrappera,

TO MOTHERS OF DAUGHTERS I will explain a simple Home Treatment which speedily and

alfectually cures IRREGULAR MENSTRUATION in
EXPENSE and save YOUR DAUGHTER the HU
Plumpness

m

It cures all, young or old,

oung ladies. It will save ANXIETY and
ATIUN eof explaining her troubles o others,

"I I can refer you to well-known ladies of your own Stats or County whe
g ame Treatment mu? CURES ALL DXSE“{SE
CONDITIONS of our delicate female organism, thoroughly STRENGTHENS RELAXED KUSCLEB
ANDLIGA and makes

not be made again.

MRS. M. SUMMERS, Box 25, Notre Dame, Ind., U. S. A.

women well Wrile Wo-day, as this affer will

gether, $5.00.

matter of fact, that he was disabled by

the determination of the questions at issue.

FREE A GRAND OFFER — FREE

MME. RUPPERT’S FAGE BLAECH.

MME. A. RUPPERT says: “Tappreciate the fact that there are thousands a
housands of ladies in the United States that would like to try my world-renowned Fa
BLEACH, but have been kept from doing so on nee
of the price, whichis$2.00 per bottle, or 2 bottles taken to-
In order that all of these may have an op-
portunity [ will give to every caller, absolutely free, during
this month, a sample bottle, and in order to supply thosa
living outside of city, or in any part of the world, [ will
send it safely packed, pluin wrapper, all charges prepaia, on
receipt of 25¢., silver or stamps.”

b

In every case of Mreckles, pimples, moth, sallownesas,
black-heads, acne, ecvoma, oiliness, or roughness, or any
discoloration or disease of the skih, and wrinkles (not caused
by facial expression) FACE BLEACH removes absolutely,
1t does not cover up, as cosmeties do, but is a cure. Address
all communications or call on

MME. A. RUPPERT, Dept. K, 6 East i4th Street, New York.




